PRIORY CELEBRATES ITS 40th BIRTHDAY

Priory Methodist Church celebrated its 40" birthday this year and in
a fitting tribute to conclude its 12-months of celebrations, the church
in Newnham Avenue, Bedford, hopes to extend the hand of friendship
to all in its local community and beyond.

In these troubled days when families are often split, when personal
problems can seem insurmountable, when friends are scarce and
there is often no-one to share a listening ear of companionship, the
local church can provide a viable alternative.

“We want to reach out to people and let them know we are here for
the bad times as well as the good,” said the Rev Martin Hounsfield,
Minister at Priory. “Those who are not regular church goers often only
think of church in the context of weddings, baptisms and funerals, but
there is so very much more to us at Priory than that. For example, we
run a ‘Messy Church’, a get-together for mums and dads and children
of school-age, after school once a month, when they can come along
and share in a chat and a coffee, while the youngsters amuse
themselves in games and are guided in creative play, which follows a
different theme each session and includes the obvious ‘messy’
activities like painting, cooking and making things. Afterwards there is



a Bible story and a song, followed by everyone sitting down to a
cooked meal. And it is proving very popular.

“We also hold two very different forms of Worship at the same time
on Sunday Mornings at Priory — so people can have a choice”, said
Martin.” Over the last year we have held a Contemporary Worship
and a Methodist Worship. The Methodist Worship is always held in
the church, with those worshipping being seated in rows of chairs. It
follows a traditional pattern with prayers, a sermon and hymns,
accompanied by the organ.

The Contemporary Worship is much more informal and less

structured with a certain amount of interaction. It is very family
friendly and young people are drawn to it. It takes place in the small
hall, with members sitting in groups, and greater use of modern
songs, with music provided by a band and more emphasis on visual
material and much of the service is projected on to a screen.

Contemporary Sunday Worship at Priory

But these two examples of life at Priory are only a very small part of
the larger picture. There has been a place of Christian worship on
Newnham Avenue since about 1940 when a ‘tin’ hut stood on the
site. This was replaced by a brick-built Methodist church in 1953,
which closed at the end of 1968 at the same time as St. Paul’s



Methodist Church in Harpur Street, which had been in continuous use
since 1762.

The two congregations amalgamated as Priory Methodist Church and
the new building opened in June 1969, incorporating the original
church and hall on the site. A new hall was added in 1981 to
complete the suite of buildings now in use. Priory undertook a major
refurbishment in 2002 and is now regarded as providing high quality
facilities for conferences, as well as the many activities linked to the
church. It is user-friendly, has facilities for the disabled and ample
parking.

Priory is a broad church accepting a variety of views and opinions on
Christian faith and belief. All are welcome as those who are searching
for God. It is a church trying to present Christ to its local community
and to make Him real in our everyday lives.

t achieves this by following four Pathways: Worship, Learning and

Caring, Service, and Evangelism, each of which gives expression to
our faith. Worship and prayer are at the very heart of the church. The
focus is on God, enabling people to gain a vision of Him and to
celebrate His love. Learning and Caring is something Priory
encourages through Bible study and meeting together, so that we can
grow in faith and support others. Service encourages being a good
neighbour in the community; our faith is made real by serving others.
And Evangelism is about sharing one’s faith with others to help more
people to become followers of Christ.

Priory is a Methodist Church and this means it holds dear some very
important specific ideas and concepts. “We believe that God has
revealed himself to us uniquely in Jesus Christ through his life, death
and resurrection as recorded in the Bible,” said Martin.

He went on “Priory emphasises that God’s love is all inclusive — that
no-one is beyond the reach of His love. Methodists believe that God
Is not remote. It is through worship and prayer we become more
sensitive and aware of God in our lives. Through praying our
relationship with God deepens and we begin to look at the world
differently — through the eyes of God.”



The Minister, Martin Hounsfield, and Sarah on
the occasion of her baptism at Priory

For those who don’t attend church regularly,
the occasion of a wedding, a baptism (or
christening) or sadly, a funeral, bring into
sharp focus the need to find a local church to
conduct the ceremony. Priory prides itself on
trying to seek a positive response to a request
for any such service. The surroundings are perfect for that special
day, providing a pleasant, elegant building, with a backdrop of a
stunning stained glass window, depicting ‘The Creation’. There are
also facilities within the building for a memorable reception.

A funeral service is viewed as an important, yet sensitive, moment for
families. It offers an opportunity to reflect on the life of a loved one
and to say goodbye, which is emotionally difficult, but nonetheless
important. It is also an occasion when words of hope are shared,
reflecting the Christian belief that death is not the end, but is a
gateway to new life, which can bring purpose, meaning and peace in
moments of darkness and despair for relatives and friends.

ut although Priory is there for those special occasions, happy or
sad, the church also opens its doors every day of the week with a
long list of activities for all ages and all tastes. The church is a social
community enabling people to meet and mix, make new friends, give



and receive support in times of need and in fact become part of the
Priory Family. In these days when families are often split from loved
ones, Priory can provide that all important close, genuine contact with
others that is so vital in our busy lives. If you belong to Priory you are
never alone, either physically or emotionally. There is a feeling of
welcome and peace as soon as you walk through the doors.

Unless, that is, you are there at a time of one of the more exuberant
activities! Then, it is a place of fun and laughter. Anyone who visits
Priory will tell you it is not just the building that is so inviting — but that
it is also the people who are welcoming. Newcomers are received
with great friendship and warmth, but also allowed to settle into their
new surroundings. Priory has an ‘Open Door’ policy: that is not to say
the doors are always unlocked! But nearly every day the church office
Is open. ‘Open Door’ means visitors are free to come inside, have a
look around and talk with those present to see what the church
stands for and offers to the local community.

Priory offers a wide variety of activities, which are listed in the box.
Worship takes place during the week and, of course, on Sunday,
when there are two or three services. Holy Communion is celebrated
at some, but not all of these. Anyone, of any age, is welcome to
receive bread and wine, provided they have been baptised. It recalls
Jesus’ last supper with his friends on the night before he was
crucified. Methodists believe that as we eat the bread and drink the
wine, through the power of the Holy Spirit we receive our Lord by
faith, with thanksgiving. Every Sunday there is a Junior Church, a
creche for the very young, and refreshments after morning service, so
that those attending can meet informally. The evening service is more
reflective in content, and more peaceful. There is a midweek service
every Wednesday.

veryone in the church is placed in touch with a Pastoral Link, if it is

their wish. This may be an individual or a group to which the person
belongs. The main role of the Pastoral Link is to be in regular contact
with the people they are responsible for, offering them friendship and
support as needed. Home visits are made when required, for
example, to the sick, the elderly and those who are housebound.
Flowers are delivered to those experiencing difficult times and
hospital visits are made as needed.



There are also House Groups; one of the best ways of fostering a
sense of belonging in a church is through membership of such
groups. They are an excellent way of getting to know people, as well
as an opportunity to learn and talk about Christian faith and
experience.

Priory takes pride in the fact that the diversity in their activities is
reflected in the age ranges catered for. For example the A19 youth
group, run by a student Youth and Community Worker, seeks to be a
safe place for young people to have fun, make friends and be
encouraged on their Christian journey. A place, in fact, to ‘chill out'.
While at the other end of the spectrum is Tuesday Fellowship. A
thriving group giving retired people the chance to get-together and
relax and chat. There are often more than 40 people attending,
enjoying a speaker, a quiz or a game.

he church also runs regular ‘Alpha’ and ‘Emmaus’ courses, both for

newcomers to faith and to existing members of the congregation.
These can be an excellent help for those who have so many
guestions, but few answers, to the big issues we face, like God, the
purpose of life, death, the Universe, and so on. Don’t expect to come
away with all the answers, but you can be sure of completing the
course with a new perspective — and you will probably have made
lots of new friends too!

The traditional Christian Festivals are celebrated with a wonderful
vigour and imagination at Priory, be it Christmas, Easter, Harvest, or
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ disciples.

Priory’s Easter Garden
celebrating Jesus’ resurrection




There is always something exciting and vibrant going on. The church
supports a number of charities, both worldwide and more local and
has different projects each year which receive the help and support
they so crucially need.

“At Priory we also want to open our arms to those in the community,”
said Martin. “We want them to discover God’s love as revealed in
Jesus Christ, and so gain a purpose and meaning to their lives.

John Wesley

J ohn Wesley, the founder of Methodism, said, ‘There is no such

thing as a solitary Christian’. Christianity is lived out in relation to
others. This is why we want to reach out and touch the lives of those
in the surrounding community,” said Martin. “Through being part of a
church community we are recognising that we do not journey alone,
but with mutual support from one another. Faith is a journey and we
need to grow and develop in the caring love and grace of Jesus
Christ.”

ACTIVITIES at PRIORY METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday Services: Traditional Methodist Worship / Contemporary Worship, both at
10.00am; Evening Worship at 6.30pm.

A19: Meeting on a Sunday Evening, from 6.30pm to 8.30pm, a youth group for those
aged 10 and over — friends can come too.

Boys' Brigade: Boys activities with a Christian basis meeting in three age groups.
Brownies: For girls aged 7 — 10, meet on Thursdays.

Craft Club: No previous craft skills are necessary just an interest to explore new crafts
and develop others, 1% Monday evening of the month.



Create and Relax: Wednesday, 10.30 — 2.00pm.They knit, sew, cut, stick.. A packed
lunch is required and a short service of worship is held midway through.

Dads’ Group: Meets on the first Saturday of every month from 10.00 to 12 noon.

Flower Arrangers: Priory has a small team of flower arrangers who arrange flowers for
worship each week. New arrangers are welcome.

Friday Lunches: Alternate weeks 12.00 — 1.00pm, funds raised for St John’s Hospice.
Guides: For girls aged 10+, meet on Thursdays.

Junior Church: Priory’s Sunday School for all ages, meeting on Sunday mornings.
Créche facility operates for the very young.

Junction: Junior Church for teenagers, meeting on Sunday mornings.

Ladies’ Meeting Point: A ladies’ fellowship group, meets on 3™ Monday evening of the
month.

Messy Church: Time for parents and children of school-age, after school once a month
(2" Monday) to share in a chat and a coffee, while the youngsters join in games and
activities, a bible story and a song, finishing with a meal.

Parent & Toddler Group: For pre-school children and their parents, meet on Friday
afternoons.

Rainbows: For girls aged 5 — 7 years, meet on Thursdays.

Singing Group: Meet on the 2" and 4™ Monday evenings of the month to rehearse
items for use in worship.

Tuesday Fellowship: This group meets on Tuesday afternoons from 2.30pm to 4.00pm.
There are talks on a wide variety of topics, seasonal events and time for fellowship.

Church Office: Open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm



A Prayer — All This for You

For you Jesus Christ came into the world,
For you he lived and showed God'’s love,
For you he suffered death on the cross,
Rising to newness of life,

For you he prayed at God'’s right hand:
All this for you.




